
Brackenridge  Park 
Cultural Landscape Report 

San Antonio, Texas 
 

Prepared for 

Brackenridge Park Conservancy 

San Antonio Parks & Recreation and 

San Antonio River Authority 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reed Hilderbrand, LLC 
Doug Reed 

John Grove 

Christina Sohn 

 
In Collaboration with 

Suzanne Turner Associates 
Suzanne Turner 

John Welch 

Herpreet Singh 

Ashley Braquet 

January 2020 

The Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center 
Michelle Bertelsen 



 



Brackenridge  Park 
Cultural Landscape Report 

San Antonio, Texas 

Prepared for 

Brackenridge Park Conservancy 

San Antonio Parks & Recreation Department and 

San Antonio River Authority 

January 2020 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Brackenridge Park 

3700 N. St. Mary’s Street 

San Antonio, TX 78212 

www.brackenridgepark.org 

 
Cover Image: Circa 1970s, children 

playing in the Tuleta Street Low-Water 

Crossing, with families picnicking and 

seated on rockwalls. 

 
Photo Credit: San Antonio-Express 

News 

Reed Hilderbrand, LLC 
Doug Reed 

John Grove 

Christina Sohn 
 

Suzanne Turner Associates 
Suzanne Turner 

John Welch 

Herpreet Singh 

Ashley Braquet 

In Collaboration with 

The Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center 
Michelle Bertelsen 

http://www.brackenridgepark.org/


iv  Brackenridge Park Cultural Landscape Report | San Antonio  

 
 



Reed Hilderbrand 

Suzanne Turner Associates 
Brackenridge Park Conservancy  v  

Table of Contents 

List of Figures ................................................................................................... vi 

Foreword........................................................................................................... xiv 

Acknowledgements .........................................................................................xvi 

Preface............................................................................................................. xviii 

Executive Summary ........................................................................................ xxiv 

Introduction  Part  1 .......................................................................................... 3 

The Brackenridge Park Landscape ..................................................................................................3 

Introduction  Part  2 ........................................................................................ 23 

Brackenridge Park CLR Overview and Outcomes .................................................................. 23 

Part One: Contexts ........................................................................................... 47 

Introduction to Contexts .............................................................................................................. 49 

Chapter 1. River Cities ................................................................................................................... 53 

Chapter 2. New Directions in Preservation .............................................................................. 63 

Chapter 3. Park Development and Design in the United States ........................................ 85 

Chapter 4. American Tourism and Automobiles in Parks .................................................. 107 

Chapter 5. Ethnographic Imprints on the Landscape .......................................................... 117 

Chapter 6. The Ecology of Brackenridge Park ....................................................................... 139 

Chapter 7. George Brackenridge, a Portrait........................................................................... 149 

Part Two: Past .................................................................................................. 163 

Introduction to Site History ....................................................................................................... 165 

Chapter 8. Living with Water, Prehistory–1690 ..................................................................... 169 

Chapter 9. Managing the Water, 1691–1844 .......................................................................... 183 

Chapter 10. Urban and Industrial Evolution, 1845–1898 .................................................. 195 

Chapter 11. San Antonio’s Municipal Park, 1899–1949 ..................................................... 213 

Chapter 12. Brackenridge Park Enters the Modern Era, 1950–Present .......................... 255 



vi  Brackenridge Park Cultural Landscape Report | San Antonio  

Part Three: Present ........................................................................................ 287 

Introduction to the Present ........................................................................................................ 289 

Chapter 13. Existing Conditions ............................................................................................... 293 

Chapter 14. Analysis and Evaluation ........................................................................................ 385 

Part Four: Future ........................................................................................... 427 

Introduction to Treatment ......................................................................................................... 429 

Chapter 15. Treatment Plan ........................................................................................................ 433 

Glossary of Terms and Acronyms .............................................................. 485 

Brackenridge Park Graphic Timeline ....................................................... 495 

Brackenridge Park Timeline ........................................................................ 501 

Brackenridge Park Ecological Site Assessment .................................... 559 

Bibliography ..................................................................................................... 633 

2023 River Road Addendum 



Reed Hilderbrand 

Suzanne Turner Associates 
Brackenridge Park Conservancy  vii  

List of Figures 
 

Figure –1.  View of a historic carriage way in Brackenridge Park ........................................................................................... 4 

Figure –2.  View of people canoeing and picnicking in Brackenridge Park ......................................................................... 4 

Figure –3.  View of erosion along the banks of the San Antonio River ................................................................................ 6 

Figure –4. An 1871 plan of Central Park by Olmsted and Vaux � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 

� � � � � � � � � � � 10 Figure –5. A circa 1929 blueprint of Brackenridge Park shows its organic form ...................... 11 

Figure –6.  A 1730 –1800s map of the San Antonio acequia system, created circa 1970s ............................................ 12 

Figure –7.  Engraving of Indigenous people building the acequia at Mission San José ................................................. 12 

Figure –8.  The White Shaman Rock Art Panel ........................................................................................................................ 13 

Figure –9.  Photo of a piñata is seen hanging from a tree in Brackenridge Park ............................................................. 15 

Figure –10. Photo of a man barbecuing ribs during the Easter celebration ...................................................................... 15 

Figure –11. An 1894 plan of Boston’s Emerald Necklace by Olmsted, Olmsted & Eliot � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 

� � � � 18 Figure –12. A map shows the potential National Heritage Area along the San Antonio River .................... 21 

Figure –13. A map shows the geographic context of Brackenridge Park within South Texas ........................................ 25 
 

Figure –14. Major drainages associated with Brackenridge Park ......................................................................................... 27 
 

Figure –15. A Brackenridge Park Project Boundary map shows limits of the CLR study ................................................. 28 

 

 
Figure 1–1. The 240-mile-long San Antonio River ................................................................................................................... 54 

Figure 1–2. View of the Mississippi River and concrete levee walls ..................................................................................... 55 

Figure 1–3. View of the Cheonggyecheon Stream after removal of the elevated highway ............................................... 56 

Figure 1–4. Two diagrams illustrate the 1890s transformation from long, narrow agricultural plots .......................... 58 

Figure 1–5. Photo of downtown San Antonio after the flood of September 1921 ............................................................ 59 

Figure 1–6. A dotted line shows the location of the cutoff channel...................................................................................... 59 

Figure 1–7. A promotional plan of the San Antonio River Walk, proposed in 1929 ......................................................... 61 

Figure 1–8. Photo of Inlet Tunnel flood control structure at Josephine Street .................................................................. 62 

 

 
Figure 2–1. Pictured is the San Antonio River Walk in the first decade of the 2000s ....................................................... 65 

Figure 2–2. Photo of the Alamo, circa 1900s ............................................................................................................................ 66 

Figure 2–3. An original plan of the pueblo of San Fernando................................................................................................. 67 

Figure 2–4. A photo of houses that once stood on Laredo Street ....................................................................................... 67 

Figure 2–5. Contemporary map of the system of Spanish missions..................................................................................... 68 

Figure 2–6. 1857 painting entitled “Crockett Street Looking West,” by German-born painter ....................................... 69 

Figure 2–7. Headquarters of the San Antonio Conservation Society .................................................................................. 70 

Figure 2–8. Navarro Street after 1921 flood .............................................................................................................................. 71 

Figure 2–9. Illustration of San Antonio’s acequia and mission system by 1778 .............................................................. 74 



viii  Brackenridge Park Cultural Landscape Report | San Antonio  

Figure 2–10. A map shows the San Antonio missions property included in the UNESCO ........................................... 75 

Figure 2–11. A 2013 excavation of the original Alamo dam. .................................................................................................. 76 

Figure 3–1. View of the mall in Central Park, circa 1902 ........................................................................................................ 86 

Figure 3–2. An early plan of Central Park. The title reads, “A picturesque guide ............................................................... 87 

Figure 3–3. A view of the Blenheim Palace landscape in the English countryside ............................................................ 88 

Figure 3–4. Two photos of the Red Book for Vinters, Kent, 1797 ......................................................................................... 88 

Figure 3–5. Two photos of Downing’s 1841 Treatise .............................................................................................................. 89 

Figure 3–6. A contemporary aerial view of the 1847 Birkenhead Park................................................................................. 90 

Figure 3–7. View of Birkenhead Park with boathouse ............................................................................................................. 90 

Figure 3–8. A contemporary aerial view of Central Park ......................................................................................................... 93 

Figure 3–9. The circuit of roadways in Olmsted and Vaux’s plan for Central Park ........................................................... 93 

Figure 3–10. Ansel Adams’ “El Capitan,” Yosemite ................................................................................................................ 95 

Figure 3–11. 1933 Master Plan for Yellowstone National Park ............................................................................................. 96 

Figure 3–12. Aerial perspective of the World’s Columbian Exposition ................................................................................ 98 

Figure 3–13. In 1914, Houston industrialist George Hermann deeded Houston 285 acres ......................................... 99 

Figure 3–14. A 1932 photo of the main entrance to Houston’s Hermann Park ............................................................... 99 

Figure 3–15. A photo of the Vulcan colossal sculpture in Vulcan Park ............................................................................. 101 

Figure 3–16. The Dreyfous Bridge is an art deco bridge in New Orleans City Park ....................................................... 101 

Figure 3–17. Pictured is the 1985 draft plan for rescuing New York’s Central Park from neglect ............................... 104 

Figure 3–18. The ability of park planners to respond organically to changes over time ............................................... 104 

Figure 4–1. A painting by William Guy Wall entitled “Cauterskill Falls on the Catskill Mountains. .............................. 108 

Figure 4–2. A January 1917 article discusses San Antonio’s ability to compete with California .................................. 109 

Figure 4–3. A sketch shows the park and boulevard system George Brackenridge envisioned ................................... 111 

Figure 4–4. Postcard of the Wawona Big Tree tunnel in Yosemite, circa 1917-1920 ...................................................... 112 

Figure 4–5. Postcard of “A Yellowstone Public Automobile Camp,” circa 1920 .............................................................. 114 

Figure 4–6. Detail of the 1921 “Ward Map of the City of San Antonio” ............................................................................ 115 

Figure 4–7. Circa 1917 photo shows a horse-drawn carriage and an automobile ........................................................... 115 

Figure 5–1. “Eye of God” painting on the ceiling of the Mission Concepcion library room ......................................... 118 

Figure 5–2. Circa 1870–1880 quilt made by Antonia Ruiz Herrera.................................................................................... 119 

Figure 5–3. Photo of two tortilleras making tortillas in San Antonio in 1944 .................................................................. 120 

Figure 5–4. Map illustrating the route of original Canary Islanders to San Antonio via Vera Cruz ............................ 121 

Figure 5–5. Some African Americans worked in the cattle industry ................................................................................... 124 

Figure 5–6. Circa 1850 Map of Plaza de las Islas, laid out in the 1700s by Canary Island settlers.............................. 125 

Figure 5–7. Map illustrating German settlement in the Texas Hill Country between 1850–1865 ............................... 128 

Figure 5–8. Two circa 1857 half-timbered houses in Kendall County, northwest of Bexar County ............................. 130 

Figure 5–9. The lower pump house in Brackenridge Park, constructed in 1885 ............................................................. 131 



Reed Hilderbrand 

Suzanne Turner Associates 
Brackenridge Park Conservancy  ix  

Figure 5–10. A map illustrating San Antonio’s racial composition .................................................................................... 133 

Figure 5–11. An enlargement of the 2013 “Racial Dot Map” .............................................................................................. 133 

Figure 5–12. Photo of a family celebrating Easter in Brackenridge Park .......................................................................... 136 

Figure 5–13. A traditional Coahuiltecan dance being performed at a San Antonio mission ......................................... 136 

Figure 6–1. Four images illustrate varied landscape experiences in Brackenridge Park ................................................ 140 

Figure 6–2. A diagram shows Brackenridge Park’s three primary soil types .................................................................... 144 

Figure 6–3. A diagram shows Brackenridge Park’s ecological health ................................................................................ 145 

Figure 6–4. Top: diagram shows existing conditions of stormwater runoff ..................................................................... 147 

Figure 7–1. Portrait of George Brackenridge at age 79, 1911 .............................................................................................. 150 

Figure 7–2. Portrait of the Brackenridge family, circa late 1880s ........................................................................................ 151 

Figure 7–3. San Antonio’s First National Bank Building ....................................................................................................... 153 

Figure 7–4. Portrait of George and Eleanor Brackenridge taken in 1920 .......................................................................... 155 

Figure 7–5. Brackenridge’s Victorian mansion in San Antonio .......................................................................................... 156 

Figure 7–6. A photo of George Brackenridge aboard his and his brothers’ houseboat ................................................. 157 

Figure 7–7. Rincon/Riverside/Frederick Douglass School at 701 North St. Mary’s Street ........................................... 158 

Figure 7–8. Bronze sculpture of George Brackenridge.......................................................................................................... 159 

Figure 8–1. The White Shaman Rock Art Panel in the Lower Pecos Canyonlands .......................................................... 170 

Figure 8–2. Detail of a geologic landform map of southwest Texas shows ...................................................................... 172 

Figure 8–3. Alpine Drive pedestrian trail in the northwest portion of Brackenridge Park ............................................. 173 

Figure 8–4. A painting representing two semi-nomadic groups of the San Antonio area ............................................ 175 

Figure 8–5. Detail of the White Shaman Mural, interpreted as showing elements of water ....................................... 179 

Figure 9–1. A painting representing the 1691 meeting between Cabeza de Vaca .......................................................... 184 

Figure 9–2. Engraving of Indigenous people building the acequia..................................................................................... 186 

Figure 9–3. Illustration of the Spanish and secular acequias of San Antonio ................................................................. 187 

Figure 9–4. This survey compares the 1836 boundaries of the Alamo site with the 1890 map ................................... 191 

Figure 9–5. Circa 1860 oil painting entitled “Lavanderas (Wash Day on San Pedro Creek)” ...................................... 192 

Figure 10–1. Stereograph of San Pedro Springs, circa 1869, taken by Ernst Wilhelm Raba ......................................... 196 

Figure 10–2. San Pedro Springs, circa 1877. The character of the park is evident ......................................................... 196 

Figure 10–3. Engraving of the Old Sweet Homestead .......................................................................................................... 198 

Figure 10–4. 1865-1868 map of Confederate tannery and surrounding features. ........................................................... 200 

Figure 10–5. Circa 1890 photo of a family using an acequia for laundering ..................................................................... 202 

Figure 10–6. Circa 1940-1950s photograph of Pump House No. 1 .................................................................................. 203 

Figure 10–7. 1886 Bird’s Eye View of San Antonio................................................................................................................ 204 

Figure 10–8. The Portland Alamo Cement smokestack, circa 1920s. ................................................................................ 208 



x  Brackenridge Park Cultural Landscape Report | San Antonio  

Figure 10–9. 1883 advertisement in The San Antonio Light, listing properties for sale ................................................ 209 

Figure 10–10. Circa 1947 photo of the large Victorian mansion George Brackenridge constructed .......................... 210 

Figure 10–11. Circa 1880s, a trio of visitors standing on a makeshift crossing of the river ........................................ 211 

Figure 11–1. This 1905 map shows the layout of both Brackenridge Park and Mahncke Park ................................... 214 

Figure 11–2. This carriage way in Brackenridge Park demonstrates organic circulation ............................................... 215 

Figure 11–3. 1921 “Ward Map of San Antonio Including Suburbs Both North and South.”........................................ 217 

Figure 11–4. Image of a streetcar on River Avenue (today Broadway), near Brackenridge Park ................................. 218 

Figure 11–5. A small group of Elk browse and forage in one of the open areas of the park ........................................ 219 

Figure 11–6. “River Ave. Home” facing Brackenridge Park for sale, October 9, 1906 ................................................... 220 

Figure 11–7. The Adams=Kirkpatrick Company advertised lots for sale in Laurel Heights, 1907. ............................. 221 

Figure 11–8. R. H. Russell & Co. advertises a suburban residence ................................................................................... 221 

Figure 11–9. A photo shows the linear pool area at San Pedro Springs. ........................................................................... 222 

Figure 11–10. Bison, large numbers of elk, and a carriage way or bridle path ................................................................ 223 

Figure 11–11. A photo captures part of the system of wells and pumps that was drilled in 1891. . .......................... 225 

Figure 11–12. Post card illustrating the use of the quarry walls ......................................................................................... 227 

Figure 11–13. Works Progress Administration plaque located at Koehler Pavilion ........................................................ 228 

Figure 11–14. A. W. Tillinghast, noted early golf course designer, inspects the scene at Brackenridge Park. .......... 229 

Figure 11–15. Undated map of the Brackenridge Park Municipal Golf Links after their completion. ........................ 230 

Figure 11–16. Bathers at Lambert Beach. ................................................................................................................................ 231 

Figure 11–17. Local man becomes the “donkey man” at Brackenridge Park. ................................................................. 232 

Figure 11–18. Children ride the Merry-Go-Round at Lions Field. ....................................................................................... 233 

Figure 11–19. An undated photo of the Lions Club Fieldhouse at Brackenridge Park. ................................................. 233 

Figure 11–20. An automobile drives through the low-water crossing at Tuleta Drive. J. ............................................... 234 

Figure 11–21. Visitors traverse various elevated stone walkways in the sunken garden. .............................................. 235 

Figure 11–22. Announcement of the installation of the Japanese Tea Garden at Golden Gate Bridge ..................... 236 

Figure 11–23. View of the Japanese Tea Garden. ................................................................................................................... 237 

Figure 11–24. Photo of the Jingu family members standing on a faux boix bridge ........................................................ 237 

Figure 11–25. In the far right side of the postcard, you can see the original stage ........................................................ 238 

Figure 11–26. This photograph shows the condition of buildings in the “Mexican Village.” ....................................... 238 

Figure 11–27. Polo players compete at the polo field at Brackenridge. ............................................................................. 240 

Figure 11–28. Miraflores arch of Spanish Talavera mosaic tile. ......................................................................................... 241 

Figure 11–29. American Institute of Architects members attending a national convention in 1931 ......................... 241 

Figure 11–30. The St. Mary Street Bridge in 1921 during the flood that fall. ................................................................... 242 

Figure 11–31. Workers reassemble the “Letters of Gold” bridge ....................................................................................... 242 

Figure 11–32. An early photograph of the Witte Museum prior to the 1961 expansion................................................ 245 

Figure 11–33. The Rodriguez Wooden Footbridge has 33 pairs of vertical tree trunks ................................................. 246 

Figure 11–34. Lover’s Lane walkway connected the Japanese Tea Garden and the zoo. .............................................. 247 

Figure 11–35. Madarasz Bridge between the back of the Witte and the Ilka Nursery site ............................................ 248 



Reed Hilderbrand 

Suzanne Turner Associates 
Brackenridge Park Conservancy  xi  

Figure 11–36. J. Ray Lambert was Superintendent of the San Antonio Parks Department .......................................... 248 

Figure 11–37. The Sunken Garden Theater was expanded and improved ....................................................................... 250 

Figure 11–38. April 10, 1950 San Antonio Light article noting the Easter celebration .................................................. 251 

Figure 11–39. The Starter House at Brackenridge Park ....................................................................................................... 252 

Figure 11–40. Undated photo of the Low-Water Crossing at Avenue A ........................................................................... 253 

Figure 12–1. The Brackenridge Park Eagle, Dec. 01, 1959. .................................................................................................. 256 

Figure 12–2. This image shows overhead portions of the HemisFair skyride ................................................................. 257 

Figure 12–3. Juneteenth celebrations occurred in several places in San Antonio and at Seguin. . ............................ 259 

Figure 12–4. Photo of a member of the Cerna family ............................................................................................................ 260 

Figure 12–5. A view of McAllister Freeway ............................................................................................................................. 262 

Figure 12–6. A comparison of Brackenridge Park’s vehicular drives ................................................................................. 263 

Figure 12–7. Overlay map showing San Antonio’s historic acequia system .................................................................... 266 

Figure 12–8. A panoramic view of Tunnel Inlet Park ............................................................................................................. 267 

Figure 12–9. Period Plan: 1899 – 1914..................................................................................................................................... 271 

Figure 12–10. Period Plan: 1915 – 1929. ................................................................................................................................. 273 

Figure 12–11. Period Plan: 1967 – present. ............................................................................................................................ 275 

Figure 12–12. Period Plan Comparison of Programmed Space. ......................................................................................... 277 

Figure 12–13. Period Plan Comparison of Park Boundaries. ............................................................................................... 279 

Figure 12–14. Period Plan Comparison of Circulation.......................................................................................................... 281 

Figure 12–15. Period Plan Comparison of Buildings. ............................................................................................................. 283 

Figure 12–16. Period Plan Comparison of Programmed Space. ......................................................................................... 285 

Figure 13–1. Birds-eye view of Brackenridge Park in relation to Downtown San Antonio. ........................................... 295 

Figure 13–2. Regional Watershed Context Map. ..................................................................................................................... 295 

Figure 13–3. Brackenridge Park Adjacencies. .......................................................................................................................... 297 

Figure 13–4. Diagram of existing views and vistas. ............................................................................................................... 299 

Figure 13–5. Diagram of existing topography and landforms. ............................................................................................ 301 

Figure 13–6. Brackenridge Park’s Landscape Systems.......................................................................................................... 304 

Figure 13–7. Character Zones Map. .......................................................................................................................................... 305 

Figure 13–8. View of erosion along banks of the San Antonio River, August 2019. ....................................................... 306 

Figure 13–9. Diagram of existing hydrology form. ................................................................................................................ 308 

Figure 13–10. Diagram of existing flood zones. ..................................................................................................................... 309 

Figure 13–11. View of river walls, southwest of bathhouse, February 2019. ................................................................... 311 

Figure 13–12. View of river walls, south of zoo, February 2019. ........................................................................................ 311 

Figure 13–13. Diagram of existing river edges. ...................................................................................................................... 312 

Figure 13–14. Diagram of existing hydrology management. ................................................................................................ 313 

Figure 13–15. Enlargement from 13–14 of existing hydrology management .................................................................... 315 



xii  Brackenridge Park Cultural Landscape Report | San Antonio  

Figure 13–16. Diagram of existing canopy .............................................................................................................................. 318 

Figure 13–17. Diagram of existing ground plane vegetation ............................................................................................... 319 

Figure 13–18. Diagram of existing varied character of vegetation ..................................................................................... 320 

Figure 13–19. Diagram of existing ecological health ............................................................................................................ 321 

Figure 13–20. View of Tuleta Drive entrance, February 2019 .............................................................................................. 324 

Figure 13–21. Diagram of existing vehicular drives. ............................................................................................................. 326 

Figure 13–22. Composite diagram of existing circulation features .................................................................................... 327 

Figure 13–23. Diagram of existing pedestrian paths ............................................................................................................. 329 

Figure 13–24. Diagram of existing parking in park ............................................................................................................... 330 

Figure 13–25. View of zoo edge adjacent to Upper Labor acequia, August 2019........................................................... 332 

Figure 13–26. View of zoo edge adjacent to bathhouse, February 2019. ......................................................................... 332 

Figure 13–27. Diagram of existing internal edges in the park ............................................................................................ 333 

Figure 13–28. View of stone architecture and lower pumphouse # 2 .............................................................................. 335 

Figure 13–29. Map of existing structures throughout the park .......................................................................................... 337 

Figure 13–30. Diagram of existing development and spatial organization ....................................................................... 339 

Figure 13–31. Diagram of designated picnicking areas ....................................................................................................... 340 

Figure 13–32. Diagram of existing park programming and uses ....................................................................................... 341 

Figure 13–33. Overall Site Plan .................................................................................................................................................. 345 

Figure 13–34. Cultural Core Enlargement ................................................................................................................................ 347 

Figure 13–35. Zoo Edge Enlargement ....................................................................................................................................... 349 

Figure 13–36. Sunken Garden Theater and Japanese Tea Garden Enlargement.............................................................. 351 

Figure 13–37. Site Plan: South End Park Enlargement .......................................................................................................... 353 

Figure 13–38. View into Miraflores from the bank of the San Antonio River .................................................................. 355 

Figure 13–39. View of the historic irrigation channel ............................................................................................................ 356 

Figure 13–40. View of an exposed portion of the Upper Labor Dam as it exists today ................................................. 357 

Figure 13–41. View of Arched Iron Truss Bridge .................................................................................................................... 360 

Figure 13–42. View of historic WPA Picnic Grounds under tree canopy .......................................................................... 361 

Figure 13–43. View of the Lambert Beach Softball Field ...................................................................................................... 362 

Figure 13–44. View of back of Witte Museum, looking across the San Antonio River.................................................. 363 

Figure 13–45. View of the Japanese Tea Garden as it exists today .................................................................................... 367 

Figure 13–46. View of Sunken Garden Theater from Alpine Drive .................................................................................... 367 

Figure 13–47. View of Mexican Village structures and cement company smokestack .................................................. 367 

Figure 13–48. Transitional zone on North St. Mary’s Street ............................................................................................... 369 

Figure 13–49. View of sports field north of the driving range and the First Tee site. ..................................................... 370 

Figure 13–50. View of low-water crossing on Tuleta Drive .................................................................................................. 372 

Figure 13–51. View of old carriage way converted to a jogging/walking path ................................................................. 373 

Figure 13–52. View of Catalpa-Pershing drainage ditch ....................................................................................................... 374 

Figure 13–53. View of Davis Park .............................................................................................................................................. 376 



Reed Hilderbrand 

Suzanne Turner Associates 
Brackenridge Park Conservancy  xiii  

Figure 13–54. View of southern riparian corridor south of the golf course ..................................................................... 377 

Figure 13–55. View of southern riparian corridor west of the golf course ....................................................................... 378 

Figure 13–56. Drone footage view of Lions Field ................................................................................................................... 379 

Figure 13–57. View of Tunnel Inlet Park .................................................................................................................................. 380 

Figure 13–58. A walkway in the San Antonio Zoo ................................................................................................................. 381 

Figure 13–59. Brackenridge Park Golf Course, February 2019 ............................................................................................ 382 

Figure 14–1. Brackenridge Park’s Landscape Systems ......................................................................................................... 389 

Figure 14–2. Character Zones Map ........................................................................................................................................... 395 

Figure 15–1. Brackenridge Park Landscape Systems ............................................................................................................. 441 

Figure 15–2. Interpretation Precedents-1................................................................................................................................ 453 

Figure 15–3. Interpretation Precedents-2................................................................................................................................ 455 

Figure 15–4. Brackenridge Overall Site Plan ........................................................................................................................... 461 

Figure 15–5. Brackenridge Treatment Approaches ................................................................................................................ 484 

Figure 15–6. Brackenridge Project Recommendations. ......................................................................................................... 485 

Figure 17–1. Timeline: Context................................................................................................................................................. 497 

Figure 17–2. Timeline: Preservation & Archaeology-1 ......................................................................................................... 498 

Figure 17–3. Timeline: Preservation & Archaeology-2 ......................................................................................................... 499 

Figure 17–4. Timeline: Cultural and Ethnic Imprints and Population Shifts-1 ................................................................ 500 

Figure 17–5. Timeline: Cultural and Ethnic Imprints and Population Shifts-2 ................................................................ 501 



xiv  Brackenridge Park Cultural Landscape Report | San Antonio  

 
 


