BRACKENRIDGE PARK GRAPHIC TIMELINE
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1978 - PRESENT: UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITE

¢ 2015: San Antonio's missions
| named a UNESCO World
| Heritage Site

1978: Agreement made between Catholic |
Church, State of Texas and MNational Park |
Service to turn San José Mission State Park
into a centerpiece of a San Antonio

Missions National Historical Park

1980 2000 | 2020
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FIGURE 17-1. Timeline: Context. Source: Reed Hilderbrand
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© 1906: Planned recreation was !
| prioritzed due to new trends in
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' e 1920s: Design of park fell to park
i employees and emphasized planned
I recreation rather than benefits of

I aesthetics |
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® 1930s: Park administrators abandoned efforts to use
parks as mechanism of social reform

During Great Depression, parks nationwide provided
huge employment opportunities: updating
infrastructure, installing new recreation, buildings,
remaking landscapes in some parks

1900 - 1930: A SHIFT TO PROGRAMMED PARKS

TIMELINE - CONTEXT
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APPENDIX B

1719: Earliest acequia is constructed
at what would become Brackenridge
Park.

9200-6000 BC

1691: San Antonio River
is named by Governor
Domingo Terdn de los
Rios and his company

1700

9200-6000 BC
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9200-6000 BC:

Dependence on large game
animals including mammoth and
now-extinct species of bison
during Paleo-Indian period

FIGURE 17-2. Timeline: Preservation & Archaeology - page 1 of 2. Source: Reed Hilderbrand
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1724: Flooding recognized hazard as early as
flood of 1724 which resulted in relocation of
Mission San Antonio de Valero (The Alamo)
to a safer site

1724-1744: Construction of acequia carried
out from 17241744 to supply water to the
Mission San Antonio de Valero (the
Alamo). Structure was originally 3.5 miles
long, eventally totaled 10 miles.
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1819: Disastrous
flood strikes San
Antonio River
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1793: The Mission San Antonio de Valero
becomes secularized.

Afterwards, the fields between the
mission and the San Antonio river were

granted to individual owners

PRESERVATION & ARCHAEOLOGY
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1865: Floods on the San Antonio
River

1880: Floods on the San
Antonio River

1857: Frederick Law Olmsted
observed and wrote of the
San Antonio River
headwaters

1885: Water Works
Company built earthen
canal and second
pump house

1877: The Waterworks Raceway
constructed to deliver water
from the west bank of the river
to the Water Works pump house

1863: The Confederate States of America purchased 75
acres on the SA River in order to construct a tannery
and sawmill as part of effort to establish “a system of
home manufacturers.”

1876: Brackenridge and brother
paid $25,000 for 200-acre tract on
the east side of the river

188s5: Brackenridge
sole owner of over
1,600 acres along San
Antonio River

1860

1865: George Brackenridge moved to San
Antonio, after success as a cotton trader
during the Civil War.

San Antonio grew after the Civil War. The
United States Army established a
permanent post east of the river now
known as Fort Sam Houston.

1852: The City of San Antonio declared San

Pedro Park "a public reserve,” making it the
only public park of substantial size until the
Brackenridge/Water Works donation.

1890: Drought, pressures
on sewage system
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1914: Major floods o
River

1900

egress for benefit of citizens

1900: The San Antonio River went
completely dry for the first time

1899: Floods on the San Antonio
River

1906: Brackenridge sold Water Works.
New owners blocked access to the park.
Mayor demanded means of ingress and

n the San Antonio

1913: Two floods in San Antonio

1921: Devastating flood struck
downtown San Antonio

1925-27: Deadly floods resulted in
construction of Olmos Dam

1940 1960

1946: Major flood struck San Antonio
downtown district

Bexar County and SARA entered into
partnership with U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers to improve flood control:
involved realignent and channelzation
of river system

1937: The San Antonio River Authority
is created (SARA)

1925: Iron truss bridge relocated to
bathing beach

Alfred Witte died, leaving funds to
construct a museum of art, science
and history

1927: Ray Lambert died

Joseph 'jake’ Rubiola succeeded Ray
Lambert as park commissioner

1931: San Antonio Zoological
Society assumed control of zoo
under agreement with City of San
Atnonio

FIGURE 17-3. Timeline: Preservation & Archaeology - page 2 of 2. Source: Reed Hilderbrand

1935-1938: Brackenridge Park benefited from
Depression era programs (National Youth
Administration and Works Projects
Administration)

1933: Reptile garden built,
housed snakes and
alligators

the Witte Museum

1926: Lambert initiated three projects that define
north end of park: bathing beach renovation,
two bridges and construction of Joske Pavilion

City hired faux bois artist, Dionicio Rodriquez to
contruct wooden footbridge located north of

iron truss bridge

Choral and opera productions held in Texas star
Carden inside the quarry

Witte opened to the public

1980

1967: A ten-year battle over North
Exressway, now McAllister Freeway (Hwy
281) galvanized historic preservation
movement in San Antonio

1976: Alamo Portland and
Roman Cement Works listed
on National Register

1980

1962: Major renovations of

TIMELINE

1998: Major floods on San Antonio

River

2016: South Central Texas Regional
Water Planning Group under SARA
prepares documents that provide San
Antonio with management plan for
improved water quality and more stable
hydrological flows

2000 2020

2002: Major floods on San Antonio
River

1997: San Antonio River Tunnel is
completed

HYDROLOGY

1995: Upper Labor dam was partially
excavated, documented and refilled

2003-2006: Infrastructure of park east of river
totally renovated using city bond funds

2007: Bond-funded rehabilitation of the
Japanese Tea Gardens

2008: The Brackenridge Park Conservancy is
formed

Kristi Ulrich completes Archeological studies of
Improvements to Miraflores at Brackenridge
Park

2020
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2017: Clinton McKenzie with contributions
by C. Stephen Smith completes
archeological investigations of Alamo Dam
and Upper Labor Dam within Brackenridge
Park

Brackenridge Park Master Plan
commissioned by the City of San Antonio
It was completed and approved in 2017.

2013: Brackenridge Park named as a Texas
State Antiquities Landmark

Research concludes there is a probable
connection between Mammoths and
humans on sites along San Antonio River

2009: A three-story parking garage for park
is completed

PRESERVATION & ARCHAEOLOGY
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REGIONAL PARK DESIGN & MANAGEMENT

1535: Beginning of Spanish Exploration:

Alvar Nunez Cabeza de Vaca first

documented SA River during exploration 1731: Sixteen Canary Island families were
of Texas in 1535. sent by King of Spain to establish
permanent municipality.
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SAN ANTONIO
CULTURAL & ETHNIC IMPRINTS + POPULATION SHIFTS

FIGURE 17-4. Timeline: Cultural and Ethnic Imprints and Population Shifts - page 1 of 2.
Source: Reed Hilderbrand



1866: Cholera epidemic strikes the City of SA.
Physicians argued for construction of a safe
municipal water system.

1880

TIMELINE

1899: Brackenridge's Water Works Company donated
199 acres of riverfront land to the City of San Antonio
for use as a park

1900

1900: Ludwig Mahncke, as Brackenridge Park
commissioner, laid out the initial park features: decided
should be a driving park more than a picnic place.

1902: Animal species introduced in the park as viewing

recreation

investments

1908: City

Avenue A

1907: San Antonio parks improved through city

1914: City Council approved twelve acres
of old tannery property for a zoological
garden

1917: Brackenridge donated 35 acre tract to
city. With prison labor, Ray Lambert
constructed Japanese Tea Gardens

1920 1940

1916: Golf course opens

Lions Flel parcets dequired REGIONAL PARK DESIGN & MANAGEMENT

1915: Ray Lambert new parks
commissioner, identifies rock quarry as
opportunity for zoo.

Brackenridge donated personal land for
Texas' first city-owned golf course.

The first Lambert Beach was constructed

Council approved land purchase to

access park. Entrances opened to east on
River Avenue (Broadway) and to the south on

and Schomann Streets.

1919: Dr. Aureliano Urrutia moved into palatial
new home in Brackenridge Park

1920: Ray Lambert constructed Mexican Village
0 1940 1960 1980 2000 2020

1847-1861: A total of 7,634
German immigrants reached
Bexar county, making Germans
roughly one-third of population

FIGURE 17-5. Timeline: Cultural and Ethnic Imprints and Population Shifts - page 2 of 2.

Source: Reed Hilderbrand

SAN ANTONIO
CULTURAL & ETHNIC IMPRINTS + POPULATION SHIFTS



	Figure 17–1.	Timeline: Context. Source: Reed Hilderbrand	
	Figure 17–2.	Timeline: Preservation & Archaeology - page 1 of 2. Source: Reed Hilderbrand
	Figure 17–3.	Timeline: Preservation & Archaeology - page 2 of 2. Source: Reed Hilderbrand
	Figure 17–4.	Timeline: Cultural and Ethnic Imprints and Population Shifts - page 1 of 2. Source: Reed Hilderbrand	
	Figure 17–5.	Timeline: Cultural and Ethnic Imprints and Population Shifts - page 2 of 2. Source: Reed Hilderbrand	
	Brackenridge Park Graphic Timeline

